
  
 

   
1. For	  all	  Rock	  Church	  events,	  please	  visit	  http://www.therocksandiego.org/eventcalendar/	  	  

	  
2. Let	  your	  friends	  know	  that	  they	  can	  always	  live	  stream	  the	  Rock	  Church	  Sunday	  worship	  

experience	  by	  visiting	  http://www.therocksandiego.org/live/.	  	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
“But	  the	  Lord	  said	  to	  him,	  “Go,	  for	  he	  is	  a	  chosen	  instrument	  of	  mine	  to	  carry	  my	  name	  before	  the	  
Gentiles	  and	  kings	  and	  the	  children	  of	  Israel.	  For	  I	  will	  show	  him	  how	  much	  he	  must	  suffer	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  
my	  name.”	  (Acts	  9:15-‐16	  ESV)	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
Getting	  Started	  

	  
1. Review	  the	  3	  points	  of	  “Why	  Surrender?”	  as	  listed	  in	  the	  lesson	  plan:	  
	  

1. 	  	  	  	  In	  what	  ways	  is	  your	  lifestyle	  fighting	  against	  God?	  Acts	  9:1-‐2	  	  
Criticizing	  God’s	  people?	  Resisting	  the	  work	  of	  God	  in	  your	  community	  or	  life?	  

	  
2. 	  	  	  	  Will	  your	  pain	  push	  you	  to	  say:	  

________	  God,	  why	  are	  you	  picking	  on	  me?	  OR	  
________	  Lord,	  what	  do	  you	  want	  me	  to	  do?	  Acts	  9:3-‐6	  

	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  What	  change	  in	  your	  life	  is	  God	  trying	  to	  bring	  about	  through	  your	  pain?	  Acts	  9:7-‐19	  
	   Get	  trained?	  Start	  serving	  in	  a	  ministry?	  Begin	  tithing?	  	  
	  
	  

2. What	  was	  your	  answer	  for	  point	  #2	  and	  why?	  	  
	  
3. Were	  there	  any	  other	  points	  from	  the	  message	  that	  stood	  out	  to	  you?	  	  
	  

	  

SMALL	  GROUP	  QUESTIONS	  –	  WHY	  DO	  BAD	  THINGS	  HAPPEN?	   	  (WHY	  

SURRENDER?)	  
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Digging	  Deeper	  	  
	  
Acts	  9:1-‐19	  provides	  a	  riveting	  documentary	  of	  how	  the	  biggest	  enemy	  of	  the	  church	  became	  the	  
greatest	  evangelist	  of	  the	  gospel.	  In	  the	  midst	  of	  becoming	  the	  great	  evangelist	  that	  Paul	  was,	  he	  was	  
also	  promised	  to	  suffer	  for	  the	  gospel.	  Jesus	  told	  Ananias	  that	  Paul	  would	  have	  to	  suffer	  for	  his	  name	  
sake	  (9:16).	  The	  prophet	  Agabus	  also	  prophesied	  that	  Paul	  would	  suffer	  horribly	  by	  the	  Gentiles.	  In	  2	  
Cor.	  11,	  Paul	  actually	  lists	  every	  detail	  of	  his	  suffering	  prior	  to	  his	  death,	  and	  all	  of	  it	  was	  endured	  for	  the	  
sake	  of	  the	  gospel.	  Below	  are	  the	  details	  of	  his	  suffering:	  
	  

• 5	  times	  received	  thirty-‐nine	  lashes	  
• 3	  times	  beaten	  with	  rods	  	  
• 1	  time	  was	  stoned	  
• 3	  times	  shipwrecked	  
• 1	  night	  and	  1	  day	  adrift	  at	  sea	  
• On	  frequent	  journeys	  
• In	  danger	  from	  rivers	  
• In	  danger	  from	  robbers	  
• In	  danger	  from	  his	  own	  people	  
• In	  danger	  from	  Gentiles	  
• In	  danger	  in	  the	  city,	  wilderness,	  and	  the	  sea	  
• In	  danger	  from	  false	  brothers	  
• In	  toil,	  hardship,	  sleepless	  nights,	  in	  hunger,	  thirst,	  often	  without	  food	  
• In	  cold	  and	  exposure	  (naked)	  
• Most	  of	  all,	  the	  daily	  pressure	  and	  anxiety	  for	  all	  the	  pressures	  

	  
1. Read	  2	  Cor.	  11:16-‐33	  together	  as	  a	  group.	  Discuss	  what	  Paul	  is	  trying	  to	  communicate	  by	  describing	  

his	  physical	  abuses	  for	  the	  gospel.	  
	  
Also	  consider	  Paul’s	  situation	  in	  Phil.	  1:19-‐26	  and	  compare	  it	  with	  2	  Cor.	  11:16-‐33	  

	  
2. What	  was	  Paul’s	  main	  objective	  in	  his	  suffering?	  	  

	  
3. In	  Phil.	  3:8	  Paul	  states	  he	  counts	  all	  things	  as	  loss	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  knowing	  Christ.	  What	  is	  your	  

response	  to	  that	  in	  your	  own	  personal	  lives?	  How	  do	  you	  respond	  to	  that	  statement	  in	  light	  of	  pain	  
and	  suffering?	  
	  

4. In	  light	  of	  these	  passages	  we	  looked	  at,	  what	  are	  some	  practical	  ways	  to	  minister	  to	  others	  that	  are	  
going	  through	  some	  form	  of	  anger	  toward	  God,	  or	  pain,	  or	  suffering?	  	  
	  
Different	  people	  will	  require	  different	  forms	  of	  counsel.	  Create	  list	  of	  how	  you	  would	  minister	  to	  those	  in	  the	  
faith	  and	  those	  who	  are	  not.	  	  

	  
	  
Check	  out	  this	  article	  on	  how	  we	  should	  respond	  to	  suffering	  biblically.	  Share	  this	  with	  your	  group	  members	  as	  
well,	  http://thegospelcoalition.org/resources/a/suffering_and_glory.	  	  	  


