“As iron sharpens
iron, so a man
sharpens the
countenance of his

friend.”

-Proverbs 27:17

I. Talk about an accountability relationship you have had in the past. What aspect of the relationship was beneficial to you

and what would you have done differently?

2. Is accountability important? is it enough to say that Jesus keeps you accountable? Why or why not (Proverbs 27:17)? _

3. In the Sunday sermon, Pastor Miles discussed 5 characteristics of a successful accountability relationship. As you look at

each one, share how you can apply them to your life. They are:
A.  Keep each other accountable to respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:1-2). This is manifested by
spending time in the Word and in prayer together (Matthew 26:36-46).

B. Keep each other accountable to represent a lifestyle of discipline, unselfishness and focus (Matthew 3:4). This is
characterized by participating in fasting, service to others and an evangelistic lifestyle (I Corinthians 9:24-27, 2
Timothy 2:1-5, | Samuel 14:1-3).

C. Keep each other accountable to receive repentance with love and understanding (Matthew 3:5-6). This is charac-
terized by bearing each others burdens with love and compassion (James 5:16, Galatians 6:1-2).

D. Keep each other accountable to bear fruit worthy of repentance, faithfully rebuking hypocrisy and sinfulness in
each others life (Matthew 3:7-12). This is characterized by confronting sin with love and boldness when necessary
(Matthew 18:15, 2 Timothy 2:24-26).

E. Keep each other accountable to respect and honor the complete lordship of Christ (Matthew 3:13-17). Remem-
ber, you ultimately serve the Lord, not each other (I Samuel 20).

4. What other elements, if any, could be added to create a healthy accountability relationship?

5. Get into groups of 2 or 3, share an area in your life that you could use an accountability relationship, then pray for each
other.




